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Canyon Crosswinds General Meeting 

January 22, 2008 
 

 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Steve Killian at 7:00, pm and Steve welcomed the 
members present.  Steve also recognized our Webmaster 
Steve  
Schlesselman for making arrangements for our new meet-
ing place; the Santa Clarita United Methodist Church.  
The members really appreciated sitting in a comfortable 
couch during the meeting.  The room is really great. Thanks 
again to Steve for making the arrangements for us.  As indi-
cated at the CCW website, due to time available at the 
church, our meeting day has been changed to the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, starting at 7:00pm.  
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Fencing with Newhall Land: Several members reported that stakes 
were being installed just east of our runway. ‘ out from it. Parallel to 
the runway, about 20 When asked about them our members were in-
formed that a fence was to be installed.  And, their source of informa-
tion had implied it would be a 6ft chain link fence.  When the infor-
mation was forwarded to Secty Ben, Ben called our friend at Newhall 
Land, Glenn Adamick, who was not in at the time.  Ben left a mes-
sage of concern about the proposed fence installation, pointing out 
that to install a fence there would close down our flight operations at 
the field.  Later today Mr Adamick returned Ben’s call and reported 
that they were having problems with illegal dumping (as are we), peo-
ple hunting on Newhall property (recall a couple of weeks ago we 
heard guns being fired), and so on.  He further stated that they did not 
want the fence to interfere with our flight operations and would ask 
the person in charge of the installation to contact us - with the intent 
of working our a feasible solution.  When we receive a call from 
Newhall’s Mr. Mendez, Ben will inform the other CCW Board to set 
up a meeting date to discuss some potential workable solutions to 
their problem - as far as our flying site is concerned.  Denis suggested 
that in our meeting with Newhall we should emphasize that we want 
to help them with the problem and would be willing to put up signs on 
our property, etc.  Following is a copy of the email sent to all mem-
bers following the meeting with Newhall: 

 

Greetings All: 
 
Pres Steve, Frank & Ben met with Michael Martinez of Newhall Land 
at the field today. (Lotsa wind and very cold) Anyway, after some dis-
cussion about the problem of concern to Newhall we pointed out that 
the main access to the area was from the road by the Water Treat-
ment Plant. We note that one of Mr. Martinez associates had come 
down that way earlier that day and tried to exit our road, but the gate 
was locked. Thank goodness for that! 
 
Anyway, after some positive discussion about access to the mesa area 
Mr. Martinez stated that they would put up a long fence up on top by 
the Water Treatment Plant to assure no one could access the mesa 
from that road to see if that solves the problem. So, for now at least, 
THERE WILL BE NO FENCE ADJACENT TO OUR FIELD. We also 
understand that they will remove the stakes and replace them with 
very low markers so if the cattle fence is installed in the future it will 
make the job easier. As Denis recommended in our last meeting, we 
also suggested that they can place no hunting/no dumping signs by 
our gate and on our property - to which they said they would like to 
do that. 
 
And speaking of dumping, Pres Steve and his son removed two pickup 
truck loads of trash that had recently been dumped behind the rest-
room building at the field. The trash included an old BBQ (apparently 
left over when it was not sold at a yard sale), a small dresser that had 
been cut apart, some rebar, a piece of an exercise machine, a plastic 
two-piece dog house for a large dog, a plastic drawer container ap-
parently for dog food, other pieces of wood, carpet, two canvas fold-
up beach chairs, and, and, and.. See the photos on our Website. ) 
What is both surprising and disappointing is that among the trash 
Steve found several R/C-related items suggesting that the person is a 
R/C pilot. And since the dumping took place when the gate was nor-

mally locked, they must have had a key suggesting further that the 
person is a member of the CCW. Furthermore, if the person dumping 
the trash were not a member they would have dumped it anywhere 
(like outside our gate as has been done before) rather than carefully 
dumping the trash behind the restrooms where it would not be seen at 
least for a while.  
 
Needless to say, the possibility that a member of the CCW dumped the 
trash is most disturbing to all of us. If it were to happen again it could 
possibly result in Newhall's installation of the fence around our field. 
(We were told that the dumping they saw was one reason for the 
fence; to keep the trash dumper off of Newhall Land. Another was the 
occasion of hunters on the far side of the mesa. A fence is required if 
they are to legally post No Dumping and No Hunting signs about 
their area and have the Sheriff's Department respond when needed.)  
 
While we found it to be unbelievable that a member of the CCW might 
dump their trash at our field, someone in R/C with a key to the field 
did dump the trash. A brief discussion by your Pres, Secretary, and 
Treasurer decided that they will bring the following motion before the 
membership at our February meeting: If a member is found respon-
sible for dumping any trash at the field their CCW membership will 
be immediately revoked without recourse. 
 
And be sure to lock the gate when you are the last person to leave 
the field. 
 
So that's it. No fence for now thanks to our good relationship with 
Newhall Land and Pres Steve's fine negotiation skills. No thanks to 
the CCW member (if it was a member) who dumped their trash. And 
thanks to Pres Steve and his Son for removing all of the trash, includ-
ing some of our previously broken plastic chairs. 

The Lake wants contact person for the Club.  Larry to take care of it. 
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Castaic Days -May 3 & 4:  This is to be a Saturday and Sunday Lake 
Event.  Lori would like us to participate in Castaic Days, adding that 
members of the local Chamber of Commerce will be there as well as 
the City Council.   Mainly she would like us to put on a float fly dem-
onstration on both days and would like a letter from us regarding our 
needs is we are to participate.  She added that we could have a booth 
there with some models on display and so on.  The Board is to meet to 
prepare a letter for her.  Before it is submitted to the Lake, however, 
we will share it with the membership via email to get reactions, other 
ideas, and so on.  We note also that in addition to some float fly dem-
onstrations we could also have some foamie demos as well.    

 

Float Fly:   Our elusive Canyon Crosswinds Float Fly is set up with 
the Lake for September 27-28 September, with set up on the 26th.  We 
have yet to set up plans for the event.  Obviously there is a lot of plan-
ning and volunteering to be done if the event is to be a success. 

 

Christmas Banquet:  As we learned, there were many who com-
plained about the cost of the dinner at the 94th.  Unfortunately, we 
later learned that the cost at the Odyssey had also been increased.  
With a cost of $55/person, that’s over $100 for couple, which is a lot 
especially at Christmas Time.  So we need to consider alternatives.  
Ben reported that the Simi Valley Club had a very nice Christmas 
Banquet at the local Marie Calendar’s restaurant for about $15.00/
person!  He also pointed out that the Condors have stopped doing a 
banquet and just have a “normal” Christmas meeting with food and a 
big drawing.  And there is also the possibility of having an event ca-
tered.  After some discussion it was felt that we should look into hav-
ing a banquet at the local Marie Calendar’s.  Tom K made a motion 
that we check out costs and the facility for Marie Calendar’s by 
Magic Mountain.  It was seconded by Steve K and passed with a 
unanimous vote.    So we are looking forward to a report from Tom at 
our next meeting.   

 

What is an Event?  Pres Steve stated that because of a night-flying 
activity gone wild with an open invitation to non-members, there is a 
need to define an Open Event.  An open event is one in which non-
members are invited and usually pay some sort of a registration fee to 
participate.  Also, all such events must be discussed by and approved 
by the CCW membership in advance of the event, AMA sanction is 
required,  and, a responsible CCW member is appointed, and CCW 
Event Flyers are posted, the date is entered on the So Cal R/C Calen-
dar, and so on.  In addition, depending on the type of event, budget 
issues must also be considered.  We note also that Open Events may 
be on a week end or week day or evening.  Other than Open Events 
there may also be Club Events which involve CCW Members Only 
and may or may not require an AMA sanction.  Even these events, 
however, must be brought up before the membership at a CCW Gen-
eral Meeting for discussion by the membership and Board. 

 

Night Flyer Event:  Ron V has made it known that he would  like to 
schedule Night Flyer event some time in April or May. Will hold the 
request to next month’s agenda to bring it forward to the membership.  
Will this be an Open or Club Event?  Will AMA sanction be required 
or recommended?  Will there be any budget implications?  Who will 
host the event? 

 

CCW Pylon Calendar:  It was reported that the So Cal Race Calen-

dar is already packed full.  In addition they have discontinued the type 
of races that were held at our field.   So any plans to have any open 
pylon racing events at the CCW field have been cancelled.  So the 
CCW will host no races this year. 

 

The Corey Dail All-Scale Fun Fly: Discussion opened on the possi-
bility of having another All-Scale Fun Fly primarily because we had a 
very good turn-out for last year’s event.  As a matter of fact, it was the 
best event we have ever held.  In checking calendars it was deter-
mined that July 12 is a possible date. Corey has volunteered to take 
care of the awards. 

 

Lock the Gate:  We are all reminded that the last person to leave the 
field must lock the gate.  

 

Electric/Heli Runway:  There is some exploration about putting in a 
50 x 100 ft concrete runway on the plateau to extend the current heli 
pad.    The direction would put it right into the wind. Currently VP 
Larry DeGeorge is meeting with  contractors to check out possible 
costs.  We are also going to check on the possibility of flattening the 
restroom facility.  We could then bring in one of those steel storage 
units (the same type they use at the Basin, the Simi Valley Flyers use 
as do the Condors)  for a relatively minimal price.  Obviously, remov-
ing the rest rooms would take the cooperation of the Lake. 

 

Programs:  Pres Steve posed the question, Do we want a program for 
our meetings?  There was general consensus that an occasional pro-
gram would be nice, but we don’t want a program for every meeting.  

 

Show and Tell:  Corey Dail brought in an ARF (Corey with an 
ARF?) he is completely rebuilding in order to make it more scale and 
fix problems with the original.  In a sense he’s rebuilding it from the 
wheels, up.  And the wheels are being replaced as well!  Jolly good 
job Corey.  But what would you expect of Mr. Scale Dail? 

 

Gary brought in a BAF (Bad A#s Foamy) he (and Ben and Frank) 
purchased at the show.  It is B  I  G.  Looks like one of our regular 
foamies with a glandular problem.  (Gary did the test flight at the field 
on the following Saturday (between the winds and the rain) and it 
really looked great.  While it flys like a foamie, because of its size it is 
somewhat more graceful - to turn a phrase. 

 

With no further business before the membership, President Steve ad-
journed the meeting at 8:45.  Respectfully submitted,  

 

Ben Strasser, secretary. 
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Enclosed are the photos of the plane I have finally finished during the rainstorms... Hanger 9 super stick... 61 sized motor �

The plane needed some modifications.. The motor mount that came with it was suppsosed to fit anything.  It did not. I had to 
redrill and and then it was ok. The rudder and elevator came with wooden dowels which I did not want to use because of the 
shrink factor. I replaced with 4-40 rods and solder on clevasis. The hinges that came with it were the plastic type that get ep-
oxied in which I did not care for as the control surfaces had a tendancy to stick. If I had to do again I would replace with the ca 
hinges. Most of the hardware was replaced as most of it was plastic and I prefer the metal clevasis.Other than that it looks like 
it will fly great. All parts fit toghether except the wing which I had to sand down the joiners to fit.. Enclosed are the phots... Hope 
to fly soon as the rain stops..... –Steve Schlesselman 
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